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2026/27 KEY UPDATES 

• A 20% sibling discount (in the case of twins) is included for the second and any subsequent sibling 

from the same household attending the same school-organised residential visit. 

• From September 2026, all children in households receiving Universal Credit are entitled to a free 

school meal once eligibility has been verified. 

• Free school meal eligibility is now split into Targeted FSM and Expanded FSM. Pupil Premium and 

Ever 6 remain linked to Targeted FSM, not Expanded FSM. 

• The school will continue to provide statutory remissions where required and may offer discretionary 

support where financial hardship could prevent participation. 

• FSM transitional protections ended at the end of 2025/26; eligibility must now be checked against 

the current criteria. 
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1. Aims and principles 

Sandfield Close Primary School is committed to providing an inclusive education in which pupils are able 

to participate fully in school life regardless of family income. This policy explains when the school may 

make a charge, when it may ask for a voluntary contribution, and when charges will be reduced or 

remitted. 

• ensure charging decisions are lawful, transparent, fair and consistently applied; 

• make clear the distinction between a charge and a voluntary contribution; 

• ensure no pupil is disadvantaged, embarrassed or excluded because a parent/carer is unable or 

unwilling to make a voluntary contribution; 

• support access to educational visits, residential experiences and enrichment opportunities while 

protecting the school’s financial sustainability; 

• apply statutory and discretionary remissions sensitively and confidentially. 

Core principle 

The school will never make a charge where legislation prohibits one. Where a charge is permitted, it 

will not exceed the actual cost attributable to the provision and will not be increased to subsidise 

another pupil whose family is unable or unwilling to pay. 

 

2. Legal framework and scope 

Sandfield Close Primary School is a local-authority-maintained school. This policy has been prepared 

with regard to sections 449 to 462 of the Education Act 1996, Department for Education guidance on 

charging for school activities, and the Charges for Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007. 

The policy also reflects the free school meals and Pupil Premium arrangements applying from the 

2026/27 academic year, including the introduction of Targeted FSM and Expanded FSM. 
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This policy applies to charges, voluntary contributions and remissions relating to registered pupils and 

school activities. Lettings and community use of the premises are governed by the school’s separate 

lettings arrangements, although charges may be made for community facilities where permitted. 

3. Definitions 

Term Meaning 

Charge A compulsory fee that the school is legally permitted to 
require for a defined activity or service. 

Voluntary contribution A payment requested to help meet the cost of an activity 
where payment cannot lawfully be required. A pupil will not 
be excluded because their parent/carer does not 
contribute. 

Remission The full or partial cancellation of a charge that would 
otherwise be payable. 

Residential visit A school-organised visit that includes one or more 
overnight stays. 

Targeted FSM The benefits-based free school meals category that 
continues to use the existing lower-income criteria. For 
Universal Credit households, this is based on annual 
household earnings of £7,400 or less, alongside other 
qualifying routes. Targeted FSM remains linked to Pupil 
Premium, Ever 6 and other disadvantage-linked funding or 
entitlements. 

Expanded FSM The free school meals category introduced from 
September 2026 for pupils in households receiving 
Universal Credit who do not meet Targeted FSM criteria. 
Expanded FSM provides a free meal entitlement but does 
not, by itself, attract Pupil Premium or Ever 6 status. 

Pupil Premium / Ever 6 Additional funding for eligible disadvantaged pupils. From 
September 2026, Ever 6 FSM is based on Targeted FSM 
eligibility; pupils who are solely eligible through Expanded 
FSM do not attract Pupil Premium on that basis. 

4. Roles and responsibilities 

4.1 Governing Board 

The Governing Board has overall responsibility for determining, approving and reviewing the school’s 

charging and remissions arrangements and for ensuring that they comply with legislation and 

Department for Education guidance. 
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4.2 Headteacher 

The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is applied consistently, authorising 

discretionary remissions or exceptional support where appropriate, and ensuring that no pupil is unfairly 

disadvantaged. 

4.3 School Business Manager 

The School Business Manager is responsible for the day-to-day administration of charges, invoices, 

payment arrangements and remissions; maintaining appropriate records; advising staff; and monitoring 

the financial impact of this policy. 

4.4 Staff 

• follow this policy when planning activities and communicating costs to families; 

• obtain appropriate approval before committing the school to expenditure that depends on parental 

contributions; 

• refer any uncertainty about charging or remission to the Headteacher or School Business Manager; 

• avoid communications or practices that could stigmatise families who require financial assistance. 

4.5 Parents and carers 

Parents/carers are encouraged to contact the school at the earliest opportunity if a charge or requested 

contribution may cause financial difficulty. Requests for support will be handled sensitively and 

confidentially. 

5. Where charges cannot be made 

The school will not charge for: 

• admission to the school; 

• education provided during school hours, including necessary materials, books, instruments and 

equipment; 

• education provided outside school hours where it is part of the National Curriculum, a prescribed public 

examination syllabus for which the pupil is being prepared, or religious education; 

• entry for a prescribed public examination where the pupil has been prepared for the examination at 

school, except in the limited circumstances permitted by law; 

• transport where the local authority or school has a statutory duty to provide it, or transport that is an 

integral part of education for which no charge may be made; 

• education provided on a residential visit where the law prohibits a charge for that education; 

• supply-teacher costs incurred to cover teachers accompanying pupils on residential visits. 

6. Where charges may be made 

Where legislation permits, the school may make charges for the following: 

• board and lodging on residential visits, up to the actual cost and subject to the remissions in this policy; 

• optional extras provided outside school hours that are not part of the National Curriculum, religious 

education or a prescribed examination syllabus; 

• extended-day services, such as school-run before- or after-school provision, where applicable; 

• individual or group vocal/instrumental tuition requested by a parent/carer, within the limits set by 

legislation; 
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• materials or ingredients where parents/carers have indicated that they wish the pupil to own the 

finished product; 

• community facilities or use of school premises, in accordance with the school’s lettings arrangements; 

• replacement or repair of school property where loss or damage results from a pupil’s deliberate or 

careless actions, where it is reasonable and lawful to seek recovery. 

Any charge for an optional extra will be calculated from the actual cost of providing that activity. Charges 

will not include an element intended to subsidise another pupil. Parental agreement is required before a 

pupil takes part in a chargeable optional extra. 

7. Voluntary contributions 

The school may ask parents/carers for voluntary contributions towards activities or visits that enhance 

pupils’ education but for which a compulsory charge cannot be made. Examples may include curriculum-

linked visits, enrichment activities, visitors, workshops and special events. 

• There is no obligation to contribute. 

• A pupil will not be treated differently or excluded because their parent/carer is unable or unwilling to 

contribute. 

• Requests will make clear that the contribution is voluntary. 

• The school will not use colour-coded or otherwise stigmatising communications to identify non-

payment. 

• If insufficient voluntary contributions are received and the activity cannot be funded from another 

source, the school may need to amend or cancel the activity. This possibility will be made clear to 

families. 

8. Residential visits and sibling discount 

Residential visits are an important part of the school’s wider educational offer. Where a charge is 

permitted, the school may charge for board and lodging, but the charge will not exceed the actual cost 

attributable to the pupil. 

8.1 20% sibling discount 

Sibling discount 

Where two or more siblings from the same household attend the same school-organised residential 

visit, a 20% discount will be applied to the charge for the second and any subsequent sibling. The 

discount will be funded by the school and will not be recovered by increasing charges to other 

families. 

 

Where a pupil also qualifies for a statutory or discretionary remission, the school will apply the 

arrangement that gives the family the greater level of support. Discounts and remissions will not normally 

be combined unless the Headteacher approves this in exceptional circumstances. 

8.2 Payment arrangements 

The school will normally provide reasonable notice of residential charges and, where practical, offer 

staged payments. Deposits and payment deadlines will be clearly communicated. Families experiencing 

difficulty should contact the school promptly so that support or an alternative payment arrangement can 

be considered. 
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8.3 Statutory remission of board and lodging 

For a residential visit where the education itself is not chargeable, the school will completely remit any 

charge for board and lodging where the parent/carer meets the statutory criteria. In line with the updated 

2026 model guidance, this includes pupils eligible for free school meals under the expanded criteria from 

September 2026, as well as pupils already known to the school to be currently eligible for FSM. 

Where a pupil becomes newly eligible for FSM after a parent/carer has already paid for board and 

lodging, the school will refund the amount that should have been remitted, provided the entitlement is in 

effect before the residential visit takes place. 

9. Remissions, FSM and Pupil Premium 

9.1 Free school meals from September 2026 

From the start of the 2026/27 academic year, all children in households receiving Universal Credit are 

entitled to a free school meal once eligibility has been verified. There are now two benefits-based FSM 

categories: 

• Targeted FSM - the lower-income category, including Universal Credit households with annual 

household earnings of £7,400 or less and other qualifying routes. This category remains linked to 

Pupil Premium and other disadvantage funding. 

• Expanded FSM - a meals-only category for eligible Universal Credit households that do not meet 

Targeted FSM criteria. Expanded FSM does not, by itself, attract Pupil Premium or Ever 6 status. 

Transitional protections for free school meals ended at the end of the 2025/26 academic year. From 

September 2026, pupils must meet the current eligibility criteria to continue to receive benefits-based 

FSM, and the school/local authority will complete the required eligibility checks. 

Universal Infant Free School Meals continue to apply to pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. UIFSM 

entitlement on its own does not establish Pupil Premium eligibility. 

Families with no recourse to public funds (NRPF) may also qualify for FSM, subject to the separate 

criteria and maximum income thresholds in force. Where a pupil is eligible for FSM through the NRPF 

arrangements, the school will apply the residential board-and-lodging remission set out in this policy. 

9.2 Pupil Premium and Ever 6 

The school will not assume that every pupil receiving a free school meal is Pupil Premium eligible. From 

September 2026, Pupil Premium and Ever 6 FSM are linked to Targeted FSM rather than Expanded 

FSM. A pupil who becomes eligible for FSM for the first time only through Expanded FSM will not attract 

Pupil Premium on that basis. Pupils who were previously eligible for Targeted FSM remain in the Ever 6 

cohort for the relevant six-year period in accordance with Department for Education rules. 

Where appropriate, and where consistent with the school’s Pupil Premium strategy and grant conditions, 

Pupil Premium may be used to support eligible pupils’ participation in educational experiences. This is a 

school funding decision and is not an automatic individual entitlement to a particular discount. 

9.3 Discretionary remissions and hardship support 

In addition to any statutory remission, the school may reduce or waive a permitted charge where financial 

hardship would otherwise prevent a pupil from participating. The Headteacher may consider: 

• Targeted FSM / Pupil Premium eligibility; 

• Expanded FSM eligibility where the family is experiencing financial hardship; 

• no recourse to public funds and other low-income circumstances; 

• looked-after or previously looked-after status where relevant to the activity and funding arrangements; 
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• exceptional changes in family circumstances, including temporary financial crisis; 

• the availability of school funds, grants, charitable support or other appropriate funding. 

Decisions will be made fairly, consistently and confidentially. The school may request reasonable 

evidence where necessary to administer a remission or external funding application. 

10. Activities and services the school may charge for 

Activity / service Charging approach Possible support / remission 

Residential visits Board and lodging may be 
charged up to actual cost. Other 
elements will be treated in line with 
charging law. 

Complete statutory remission 
where eligible, including current 
FSM eligibility under the 
September 2026 arrangements; 
20% sibling discount; discretionary 
hardship support. 

Curriculum-linked day visits / 
activities 

Normally voluntary contributions 
where a compulsory charge 
cannot be made. 

No pupil excluded for non-
payment; school may consider 
other funding. 

Optional extras outside school 
hours 

Charge may be made where lawful 
and with parental agreement; no 
more than actual attributable cost. 

Discretionary remission may be 
considered. 

Before/after-school or extended-
day services 

Charge may be made for school-
run provision. External providers 
may set their own charges. 

Any provider/school concessions 
will be communicated separately. 

Music tuition Charge may be made where 
tuition is requested by 
parents/carers and permitted by 
regulations. 

No charge where legislation 
requires tuition to be free. 

Materials / finished products Charge may be made where the 
parent/carer wishes the pupil to 
own the finished item. 

Alternative arrangements will be 
considered where appropriate. 

School meals Pupils not entitled to a free meal 
may be charged the prevailing 
meal price. 

UIFSM, Targeted FSM, Expanded 
FSM and other verified 
entitlements apply in accordance 
with current rules. 

Community use / lettings Charges are set separately under 
the school’s lettings 
arrangements. 

Not normally covered by pupil 
remissions. 

11. Payment, refunds and cancellations 

• Payment methods and deadlines will be communicated clearly. The school may use its approved 

online payment system, invoice or other agreed method. 

• Where a family is experiencing difficulty, the school may agree a reasonable payment plan. 

• If the school cancels a chargeable activity, amounts paid for that activity will normally be refunded, 

subject to any exceptional irrecoverable third-party costs that were clearly communicated in advance. 
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• If a parent/carer withdraws a pupil, any refund will depend on the amount the school can recover from 

the provider. Non-refundable deposits or committed costs may be retained where this was made clear 

in advance. 

• Where a refund is due because a statutory remission becomes applicable before a residential visit 

takes place, the school will refund the relevant remitted amount. 

• Outstanding debts may be followed up under the school’s normal financial procedures. Debt recovery 

will not be used to impose a charge that the school is not legally entitled to make. 

12. Financial hardship, confidentiality and equality 

The school recognises that family circumstances can change quickly. Parents/carers are encouraged to 

speak to the Headteacher, School Business Manager or another trusted member of staff if payment is 

causing difficulty. 

• Requests for support will be handled discreetly and only shared with staff who need the information to 

make or administer a decision. 

• Pupils will not be singled out, embarrassed or asked to discuss family finances. 

• Remission decisions will be made consistently, while allowing appropriate discretion for exceptional 

circumstances. 

• The school will have regard to equality duties and will make reasonable adjustments to ensure that 

charging arrangements do not create avoidable barriers to participation. 

13. Monitoring and review 

The School Business Manager will monitor the operation of this policy, including the consistency of 

charges and remissions, and will report significant issues to the Headteacher and Governing Board as 

appropriate. 

The policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner if there is a material change to legislation, Department for 

Education guidance, free school meals arrangements, Pupil Premium conditions or the school’s charging 

practices. 

The Governing Board is responsible for approving the policy at each review. 
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Appendix A - Quick charging and remission guide 

Scenario Can school charge? Can school ask for 
voluntary contribution? 

Remission / support 

Education during school 
hours 

No, except limited lawful 
exceptions 

Yes, where appropriate No pupil excluded for non-
payment 

Curriculum day visit Normally no compulsory 
charge 

Yes School may cancel if 
insufficient funds and no 
other funding is available 

Optional extra outside 
school hours 

Yes, where lawful Not required if a lawful 
charge is made 

Discretionary support may 
be considered 

Residential board and 
lodging 

Yes, up to actual cost Not usually for the 
board/lodging charge itself 

Complete statutory 
remission where eligible, 
including current FSM 
eligibility under the 
September 2026 
arrangements; 20% sibling 
discount; discretionary 
hardship support. 

Expanded FSM pupil Meal entitlement applies N/A Free meal entitlement; no 
PP on Expanded FSM 
status alone. Residential 
board-and-lodging remission 
applies where the visit 
meets the statutory 
conditions; other hardship 
support may also be 
considered. 

Targeted FSM pupil Meal entitlement applies N/A Free meal entitlement and 
linked to PP/Ever 6. 
Residential board-and-
lodging remission applies 
where the visit meets the 
statutory conditions; other 
support may also be 
considered. 

UIFSM pupil (R/Y1/Y2 only) No meal charge N/A UIFSM alone does not 
confer PP eligibility 

Appendix B - Key references 

• Education Act 1996, sections 449 to 462 

• Department for Education: Charging for school activities 

• Department for Education: Free school meals guidance for schools and local authorities 

• Department for Education: Pupil Premium conditions of grant 2026 to 2027 

• The Charges for Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007 

Policy note: This policy reflects national guidance and funding arrangements current at 4 October 2026. 

Where legislation or Department for Education guidance changes, the statutory position will take 

precedence and the policy will be updated. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/part/VI/chapter/III
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium-allocations-and-conditions-of-grant-2026-to-2027
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2007/2239/contents/made

