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Headteacher’s Message

Dear Parents and Carers

Thank you for your continued support of Sandfield Close Primary this year, and especially over this term

during the heatwave. Your patience, flexibility and care for our pupils made a real difference.

We are grateful to the parents who took part in the RSHE consultation meetings and shared feedback. That
partnership helped to inform our policy and shape the lessons that keep pupils safe, informed and confident.

Many year groups visited places of worship recently as part of our RE curriculum. These visits support our

school values and help pupils learn the British values of respect and tolerance for all faiths and communities.
We wish our Year 6 pupils all the best as they start the next chapter of their educational journey.

Wishing all our families a restful break and we look forward to seeing pupils return refreshed on Monday 24t
August 2026.

Kind regards
Mrs S Lad

Author Visit

This term we were delighted to welcome the

Leicester based author Steve Skidmore to inspire
our young writers in Year 5/6. Over the last 25
years, Steve has written over 230 children’s books.
The children enjoyed his engaging and entertaining

presentation style.
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New Staff

® Raj Patel: Site Manager - Raj has already started working with us this term and will be working
throughout the summer to complete key maintenance tasks, ensuring the school site remains safe, well-
maintained and ready for the new term.

® Pooja Madhvani: Year 2 Teacher — Pooja started her teaching career at Sandfield Close and then left in

2016 to start a family and work in other schools. It is lovely to welcome her back.

® Lynne Heath: Inclusion Base Teacher — Lynne is an experienced teacher with a specialism in SEND. She
has worked in a variety of county schools. Lynne will be teaching a tailored curriculum for some of our
pupils with additional needs.

® Mitch Patel: Premises Officer — Mitch will be working in the afternoons, supporting Raj to maintain a

safe working school environment.

We are pleased to welcome all our new staff to our Sandfield Close Staff Team

Attendance

Well done to Year L Victoria for having the highest class attendance throughout the
year. What superstars!

Sunshine Room .k %
Reception Bradgate 4.0 %
Year 1 Abbey 5.4 %
Year 2 Watermead 95.8 %
Year 3 Appleton 95.8%
Year & Victoria 97.2 %
Year 5 Beacon 95.3%
Year 5 Cossington 97.0 %
Year 6 Swithland 96.8 %
Green Amber
Attendance is 95% and above Attendance is 91%-94% Attendance is 90% and below
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Debate Club

Miss Trickitt has been running a Debate Club at lunchtimes. It has been such a fantastic club for the children to

take part in this term, developing their communication skills in such a fun and interactive way. 10 of the
children attending were lucky enough to be selected to attend a debate competition this week, competing

against 5 other local primary schools to showcase their debating talents. They had to take part in L different
debates covering topics such as allowing 16-year-olds to vote, banning contact sports for under 16s,

implementing a 4-day school week and also banning the use of Al in education. The children were fantastic
and one of our teams made it all the way to the final! While we lost out on the top spot, we came second out

of 6 schools which is a huge achievement considering this was the first time our school has competed! The

children should be incredibly proud of themselves and we can't wait for the club to continue next year.

Well-Being Club

Mrs Lynch has been running a lunchtime Wellbeing Club which brings together children from the Sunshine
Room and UKS2, creating a friendly, inclusive space to build connections.
Sessions focus on calm, low-key activities and allows relaxed conversations about everyday life.
This term, children have enjoyed making Hama bead creations, which they say help them feel calm and relaxed.
The club offers a safe place for children to be themselves, develop social skills, and support one another—
sharing resources, helping each other, and celebrating their work.

Even the adults leave feeling a little more relaxed!
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SEND and Inclusion

As we come to the end of the Summer term and academic year, we remember that we have the Summer break
ahead. I wanted to share some more helpful strategies. The Zores of Requlation is a curriculum designed to support
your children to manage any big feelings they might be experiencing; this could be due to their transition to
secondary, to another class and teacher in our school or for any situation that might bring about big feelings.

TOP TIPS: The Zones of Requlation helps children recognise their emotions and learn strategies to manage them.
Feelings are grouped into four colourcoded zones, and children in school have been taught that every emotion is

valid.
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Supporting Regulation at Home. As parents, you may find it helpful to talk with your child about The Zones of
Regulation at home and practise calming strategies together. Using the same language at home and school can help
children recognise their feelings and choose what they need to do to feel regulated.

Helpful sentence starters include:

o “Which zone are you in right now?”

o “What is your body telling you?”

o “What might help you feel calmer?”

o “Would you like some quiet time, movement or a hug?”
o “Let’s take some slow breaths together.”

o ‘It is okay to feel this way. I am here to help.”

For more information on The Zones of Requlation, click on this link to NHS BORDERS Zones-of-Regulation.pdf

» Supporting Transitions: Moving classes or starting secondary school can bring a mixture of excitement and
worry. Talking about changes early, listening to your child’s concerns and sharing clear information can
help reduce anxiety. You can support your child by discussing what will stay the same, what will be
different and who they can ask for help.

o Helpful phrases include: “What are you looking forward to?”, “Is there anything you are worried about?”,
“What would help you feel more prepared?” and “We can work through this together.”



https://www.nhsborders.scot.nhs.uk/media/1001858/Zones-of-Regulation.pdf
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The Sunshine Room

We have made it to the end of the year!
What a final term and year it has been! We would like to thank all the families for working with us to help
your children learn, grow and develop into kind and confident communicators.

Gardens

)

Botanical

Sports Day & Iron Age Weaving

This term has been full of exciting, hands-on learning for our class.

We enjoyed a wonderful visit to the Botanical Gardens with Year 2 at the end of last term. The children
explored the pond, spotting wildlife and learning about habitats, and visited the greenhouses where they
discovered a variety of plants from different climates. This helped them understand how plants and animals
adapt to their environments.

In Design and Technology, the children developed their cooking skills by making scrambled eggs and colourful
fruit kebabs. They practised important skills such as cutting, mixing, communicating and following instructions,
and were very proud of their creations.

In PE, we worked with an external coach who introduced us to Kurling and Boccia. The children enjoyed
learning these inclusive sports, building their teamwork, control and confidence.

These experiences led up to our first Sunshine Room Sports Day. Everyone had a fantastic time taking part, and
it was lovely to have the support of families cheering the children on.

In History, the children explored life in the Iron Age, learning about jobs such as weaving and comparing them
to jobs people do today.

We have had a wonderful term and year filled with memorable experiences and excellent learning.
Well done, everyone!

Mrs Lynch and the Sunshine Room Team©




Reception — Bradgate Class
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This term, the children had a wonderful time going on a mini beast hunt! Armed with
magnifying glasses and lots of curiosity, they explored our outdoor area looking for insects
and other tiny creatures. We talked about where mini beasts live, how to handle them gently,
and why it's important to care for all living things. The children loved sharing their discoveries
with their friends while developing their observation skills, confidence, and understanding of

the natural world.

In the Spring the children chitted and planted
potatoes. They have taken care of the plants, watered
them and waited patiently for them to grow. Now
that it is the summer term the children enjoyed getting
their hands dirty and were so excited to find lots of
potatoes. Growing our own potatoes has helped the
children learn where some of our food comes from.
This activity helped develop their understanding of the
natural world while encouraging teamwork, patience,
and a sense of responsibility as they cared for their

growing plants.

The children have worked very hard this year. We
are so proud of them! It is wonderful to see how well
they are preparing for the exciting next steps in their

learning journey.
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Year 1 — Abbey Class

Mechanisms - Wheels and Axles
The children had a fantastic time during our Design and Technology Day as they created their very own

pull-along toys. They carefully designed and built wheels attached to an axle, testing and adjusting their
models to make sure they moved smoothly across the floor when pulled. It was wonderful to see them

problem-solve, refine their ideas and take pride in their finished toys. Their enthusiasm and creativity shone

throughout the entire process.

Sports Day
This term we celebrated a wonderful Sports Day, filled with energy, teamwork and plenty of smiles. The
children loved taking part in each event and showed fantastic encouragement as they cheered one another on.
They also had the chance to try exciting new activities, including sack races and fun obstacle courses, which
quickly became firm favourites. It was a brilliant day that highlighted their enthusiasm, determination and

growing confidence.

Place of worship visit
As part of our R.E we visited the Leicester Hebrew Congregation Synagogue. We met Lori who told us all
about the inside and showed us some of the precious artifacts, including the Torah Scrolls. We found out that
one of them is over 100 years old. We also looked at the holy book. One side was written in English and one
side in Hebrew. Back at school we learnt that there are some similarities between some religion’s creation

narratives.
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Year 2 — Watermead Class

Music — Musical Me

This term, Year 2 have enjoyed exploring pitch and learning how sounds can be high or low. The children listened
carefully to different musical examples and practised changing the pitch of their voices through singing and
musical activities.

The children also had the opportunity to play a variety of instruments, exploring how different instruments can
create high and low sounds. They enjoyed experimenting with pitch, performing simple musical patterns and using
instruments to accompany songs. Through these activities, the children developed their listening skills, musical
confidence and understanding of how music can express different moods and feelings.

Well done, Year 2, for your enthusiasm and excellent participation in all our music lessons!

We had a fantastic time taking part in our annual Sports Day. The children demonstrated excellent teamwork,
determination, and sportsmanship throughout all the events. From running races to relay challenges, everyone
tried their best and encouraged their friends.

It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces and such positive attitudes. We are very proud of all the children

for showing resilience and celebrating each other's successes.




Year 3 Appleton

In Design and Technology, the children learnt about seasonality and the impact of importing
food on the environment. With that in mind, they created a seasonal tart that could be
added to a restaurant menu. They had a range of ingredients to choose from: asparagus,
courgettes, aubergines, cauliflower, spring onions, tomatoes, pesto, cheddar, mozzarella,

parsley, basil. They had to make their tart appealing and delicious!

This month has been filled with history. The children had a great time at the Jewry Wall
Museum. It was a chance for them to step back into the past and learn about Roman life in
Leicester. They were lucky to be allowed to hold 2000-year-old artefacts!

The children are now learning about the Ancient Eqyptians. In Art, they created their own
version of papyrus paper and they filled it with Ancient Eqyptians designs.
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Year & Victoria

In History, the children have learnt about the Ancient Romans and this term we had a
wonderful trip to visit the Jewry Wall Museum in Leicester. We had a lovely day out which
included handling Ancient Roman artefacts, seeing the Roman Jewry wall and remains of the
Roman bath house and looking at ancient mosaics and wall art. The children were polite and
fascinated by the exhibits. The staff at the museum complimented us on how well behaved

they were. Well done Victoria Class!
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Year 5 Beacon

It has been such a brilliant year for Beacon Class, we have done so many wonderful things:
Peter Barratt’s visit, the Christmas Orchestra, Installation art, cool science experiments,
Bikeability, an author visit from Steve Skidmore, Space Camp sleepover and much more! Our
final halfterm has been just as packed full of fun and work.

This month we had our Sports Day — it was great fun! We had gravity defying shots in
basketball and tested our balance skills in the egg and spoon races. The fantastic parents in
Beacon Class even had their own, ‘just for fun’ eqg and spoon race. They showed us just
where the children get their competitive sides from!

As part of our RE in Year 5, we visited the beautiful Shri Swaminarayan Mandir on Gipsy Lane.
It was quite a walk, but worth it! The temple was amazing and it was so interesting to learn
more about it and about Hinduism — it really helped to support our learning and was a great

experience.
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Year 5 Cossington

Cossington Class have had such a fantastic term to end their time in Year 5! They
started the term by joining Beacon and Year 6 to have a visit from a published
author, Steve Skidmore, who came in to discuss his graphic novel, Romeo and

Juliet, while also showing more of his novels. Cossington Class were even luckier

as they got to experience a master class with Steve who gave them tips on creating

their own graphic novels and how to get a better understanding of characters.
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This term, in DT, the class made their own bridge! They had to measure their wood
and ensure that they had created a strong enough design. They got to experience
using the saw and then tested the bridge out using weights! They could not believe
how strong their bridge was and they should feel so proud of their effort!

In Science, the children were studying the concept of air resistance. They blew up
different size balloons to investigate whether the size of the surface area had an affect
on the speed in which an object falls. They have really enjoyed developing their

knowledge in such a fun and engaging way!
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Year 6 — Swithland Class

This term, Year 6 children were given the opportunity to take part in a Money Skills workshop
delivered by staff from Barclays Bank. They learnt about different payment methods, how to stay
safe financially and even had a go at creating their own budget, thinking about income, monthly

expenditure and savings. The children enjoyed the workshop and learnt some important life skills.
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In Music, as a post SATs treat, children were given the chance to learn about and use turntables.
They learnt how to position the needle on the vinyl record, how to position the record to get the
clearest sound and also learnt the baby scratch. The children learnt some written notations and

used these to create and perform their own compositions. Everyone was engaged and enthusiastic
during the lessons and it was lovely to see the children pretending to be DJ’s and having fun!
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