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Spring 1 2026 Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope this newsletter finds you well. Our children have been incredibly busy and engaged in a variety of enriching experiences.  
Year 5 have enjoyed Bikeability, growing in confidence and learning how to stay safe on the roads. Year 2 enjoyed a special 

visit from our local library service. Our whole-school Art Day sparked creativity, with children exploring international artists and 
their techniques. 

Year 4 and Year 6 have taken part in hockey lessons from Heidi (Leicester Hockey Club), developing key skills and techniques. 
Year 6 also visited the Warning Zone, where they learned important lessons about safety, responsibility, and making positive 

choices. 

We are incredibly proud of some of our DSP pupils, who attended the SEND sporting event. In addition, some children have 
begun their swimming sessions this term and this has boosted their confidence. 

This week is Children’s Mental Health Week so we look forward to seeing you at our coffee morning on Thursday. On Friday 
the children can ‘Dress to Express’ and bring in a donation for this worthy charity.  

Thank you for your ongoing support in your child's learning journey. 

Kind regards 
Mrs S Lad 

 
                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                    

      
 
 

 

 

    

 
We have noticed that some vehicles are being parked outside the school’s front entrance gates at drop off and 

collection time. Unfortunately, this blocks access to the school car park and creates a potential health and 
safety risk. 

For everyone’s safety, this area must be kept clear at all times in case emergency access to the car park is 
required. We kindly ask parents and carers to be mindful of where they park and to help us keep this 

entrance clear. 
Thank you for your cooperation and continued support. 
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• Monday 16th – Friday 20th February – Half term 

• Monday 23rd February – INSET day for staff  

• Thursday 5th March – World Book day 

• Tuesday 3rd and Thursday 5th March – Parents Evening  

• Wednesday 11th March – Y1 Phonics Screening Mtg to Parents (2.30pm in hall) 

• Friday 13th March – Y5 Cossington Class Assembly  

• Wednesday 18th March – Class Photos 

• Friday 20th March – Eid Dress up day 

• Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April -Easter Holidays 

• 17th April -Vaisakhi Dress up day  

• 24th April - Year 1 Sharing Learning Afternoon 

• 4th May – May Day 

• 6th May - Year 4 Sharing Learning Afternoon 

• 8th May – Year 3 Class Assembly  

• 15th May – Year 2 Class Assembly and Culture Day 

• 20th May – Year 5 Beacon Sharing Learning Afternoon 

• 22nd May -Year 2 and DSP Botanic Garden Visit  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lost or Damaged Books 
 

We are proud of the wide range of books available to 
children at Sandfield Close Primary School and want to 
ensure that all pupils continue to enjoy and benefit from 

them. 

If your child’s school book is lost or damaged, it will need 
to be replaced. Therefore, we will be asking for a 

contribution of £3.00 towards the cost of replacing the 
book. 

Thank you for your understanding and for supporting us 
in maintaining our reading resources for all children. 

 

 

School Dinner Accounts 
 

We kindly remind parents and carers that school meals 
need to be paid for in advance, as meals are ordered 

ahead of time. Please do check that your child’s dinner 
money account has sufficient credit to cover their meals. 

If a balance reaches £25 or more, we may need to ask 
parents to provide a packed lunch until the account is 

brought back into credit. 

If you are experiencing any difficulties, please do not 
hesitate to contact the school office in confidence, and 

we will do our best to support you. 
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Spring 1 Class Attendance Figures 
 

Well done to Year 6 for the best attendance this Spring 1 term. 
 

Sunshine Room 93.9 % 
Reception Bradgate 85.7 % 
Year 1 Abbey 94.1 % 
Year 2 Watermead 95.1 % 
Year 3 Appleton 92.8% 
Year 4 Victoria 96.1 % 
Year 5 Beacon 91.5% 
Year 5 Cossington 96.5 % 
Year 6 Swithland 96.0 % 

 
Green  Amber Red 

 
Attendance is 95% and above  

 
Attendance is 91%-94% 

 
Attendance is 90% and below  

 
 

 
This term our attendance has really dropped. This has mainly been due to the high numberof families taking their 

children out of school for extended leave. Please remember the following: 
Why Attendance is Crucial 
Regular attendance is fundamental to your child's academic progress and overall development. Research consistently shows that 
pupils who attend school consistently: 

• Achieve better academic results 

• Develop stronger social skills 

• Build more confident learning habits 
 

Department for Education Guidance 
The Department for Education (DfE) has set clear expectations for school attendance. We are required to: 

• Monitor attendance and punctuality closely 

• Support families in addressing attendance challenges 

• Take appropriate action for persistent absence 
 

School Attendance Policy 

• Unauthorised absences may result in fixed penalty notices especially extended unauthorised absences. Leave of 20 days or 
more will result in immediate court prosecution. 

• A leave of absence form MUST be completed BEFORE booking any travel. You can obtain this from the school office. 
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  Our Best Picture Book 

Year 2 children are taking part in Our Best Picture Book, a book award especially for children and families in 
Leicester. Pupils will read and talk about six picture books at home before voting for their favourite. 

The project began with a visit from a librarian who introduced the books to the children. The children were 
enthusiastic and are looking forward to reading the stories, discussing them with their families, and choosing their 
favourite.  We hope this exciting award encourages families to enjoy reading together and helps children develop a 

love of books.  

   

PE – Hockey with Years 4 and 6  

Year 4 and Year 6 pupils have been getting active in hockey sessions as part of their PE lessons, developing both 
skills and teamwork. 

The children learned how to hold and use a hockey stick safely, practised hitting the ball accurately in a straight 
line, and aimed for cones to improve their control and precision. They also worked on travelling with the ball, 

turning confidently around cones while maintaining control. 

To put their skills into action, pupils played an exciting game of Hockey Stuck in the Mud, where quick thinking, 
accurate passing, and teamwork were essential. Players could only be freed by a teammate passing the ball through 

their legs, adding an extra challenge and lots of fun! 

The sessions were full of energy, with pupils showing great enthusiasm, improving their coordination, and working 
brilliantly as a team. 
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 Sunshine Room
 

 

 

Welcome to the Spring term in the Sunshine Room!  
This term our learners are practising their social interaction skills by joining in with peers during break and 

lunch playtimes across the key stages in the main school.   

In English, we are exploring the text Dinosaur Police by Sarah McIntyre. This colourful and 
exciting text is helping us learn that describing words are adjectives and naming words are 

nouns. It will also help us to use instructions in our writing. As mathematicians, we are 
learning that multiplication can be shown in different ways such as using arrays and repeated 
addition. In PSHE, we are looking at the topic of Dreams and Goals celebrating our personal 

achievements and sharing that with our class. In Science, we are learning about how our 
amazing bodies work, such as learning what the brain does and how our lungs work. In 

Computing, children are learning how to stay safe online when browsing or gaming and what 
information should not be shared with others and who to ask for help if they feel unsafe. In PE, 
we are working on using physical movements to work collaboratively and to problem solve as 

a team. Across the daily provision, children are having fun practising their communication, 
listening and attention skills with each other through daily attention autism, sensory circuits, 

sensory massage and weekly cooking lessons! Finally, some of us had the privilege to attend a 
national Kurling competition at City of Leicester College showing good team work!  

Well done team.              Mrs Lynch and the Sunshine Room Team  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Identifying our 

Character 

year to the NAK 
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Reception have been learning all about the 
winter season. They have been exploring their 
environment and noticed lots of changes. They 
found frost on the plants, ice on the pavement 
and all of their toys had frozen. They thought 
about how they could melt the ice to free their 
toys. The children suggested leaving them in the 
sun or pouring warm water over them so that 
the ice could melt. The children recognised that 
they needed lots of warm clothes to keep their 

bodies nice and warm in winter. 

It has been wonderful to see the children progressing really well with 
their reading and writing. They have been applying the sounds they 

have learnt and practicing correct letter formation. 

This term the children have been working hard to 
deepen their understanding of number. They have been 

comparing numbers, subitising and composing the 
number five. They are working well and beginning to 

remember number bonds to five. 

Our class have been getting 
creative. They are developing their 

fine motor control by junk 
modelling. This has enabled them to 
cut, colour, stick and draw. They 
have made their own items from 

recycled materials. They have also 
been manipulating play dough by 
rolling, twisting, pinching, pressing 
and pulling to achieve their desired 

outcome. 

To demonstrate strength, balance and co-
ordination skills we have been using the 

climbing frame, benches and the agility table 
in our PE lessons. 

Music is fun! 
Learning about 

the sounds 
different musical 

instruments 
make. 
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This term in Year 1, the children have been learning about food preparation through a Design and 
Technology project focused on making fruit salad. They began by planning their ideas, exploring a range of 

foods, and learning the difference between fruits and vegetables. The children also discussed healthy 
choices and learned about hygiene and safety when preparing food. 

The children then prepared and made their own fruit salads before evaluating them by sharing what they 
liked and what they would change next time. 

This project was linked with our writing lessons, where the children learned how to write clear, simple 

instructions. They used time words such as first, next and finally to explain the steps involved in making a 
fruit salad. This cross-curricular approach helped children apply their learning in a meaningful and 

enjoyable way. 

In Geography we have been learning about the four countries that make up the United Kingdom. England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. We talk about directions and how a compass might help us to find 

our way. 

The children have enjoyed Music. We used instruments to tell the story of The Three Little Pigs. The 
children chose to use maracas to show the straw house being blown down and the claves when the little 

pig was making the brick house. 
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Year 2 D&T Cooking 

Year 2 have been very busy cooking this term and have thoroughly enjoyed their cooking activities across the 
curriculum! 

In English, the children created their own delicious pitta pizzas, which linked perfectly with our learning on writing 
instructions. The children followed step-by-step methods, thinking carefully about the order of actions and the 
importance of clear language. They loved spreading the sauce, choosing their toppings, and assembling their 

pizzas – and even more so tasting the finished result! 

 

In Design and Technology, the children explored healthy eating by designing and making their own healthy 
wraps. First, they designed their wraps and chose what they wanted to include. They selected a base spread from 

hummus, cheese spread or butter, then added a variety of healthy fillings. These included cucumber, peppers, 
spring onions and carrots, as well as grated cheese. 

 

The children learned important food preparation skills, particularly how to use knives safely. We practised: 

• The claw grip – curling fingers under to hold food safely while cutting 
• The bridge cut – holding food in a bridge shape to cut safely down the middle 

These skills helped the children cut their vegetables carefully and confidently. 

Everyone showed excellent focus, teamwork and independence, and the wraps they created looked (and tasted!) 
fantastic. Most importantly, the children had lots of fun while learning valuable life skills and creating some truly 

delicious and healthy food. 

Well done, Year 2! 
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This term, in Design and Technology, we have been investigating and analysing a range of 
existing packaging products to help us create our very own resealable, sustainable and 

appealing snack box.  We started by using by using a CAD software (Sketchpad) to create 
2D shapes that form the net of the 3D shapes needed for our packaging. We then added our 

tabs to our nets and made the shell. We had to be very precise when cutting and folding, 
which wasn’t that easy. We added cardboard to strengthen packaging. Our last task will be 
to decorate our packaging with an intentional design that shows its function. We can’t wait 

to see the final results! 
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This term we have been studying the work of an artist called Ozlem Sorlu Thompson.  She 
paints imaginary dreamscapes using bright colours and intricate patterns with a nature theme. 

We have worked hard learning how to mix different tints and shades, experimenting with 
proportion and composition and trying different techniques to apply paint. I think you will 

agree that our work has turned out really well. We have certainly enjoyed our work. 
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Cossington Class have had such a fabulous half term!  In class, they have produced some fantastic 
work.  One of the highlights has been learning about The Tudors in our history lessons; the class 
have loved learning about Henry VIII and his wives, as well as how different life was during this 

time. 
 

For Artist Appreciatoon Day, the children learnt about the African artist, Martin Bulinya.  They 
were fascinated by his artistic style and had so much fun recreating some of his artwork. 

 
Some of the class also had a brilliant time in their Bikeability sessions towards the end of term, 

developing their cycling skills and becoming more confident riding their bikes on the roads.  They 
should be so proud of themsleves! 

 
Finally, the class have started their swimming sessions!  They had the best time in their first session 

and can’t wait to develop their skills for the rest of the academic year. 
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Beacon Class has been very busy this term! In P.E. we created our own dance routines based 
on a variety of martial arts including Capoeira and Kung Fu. We had to work together in 

teams with each team member thinking of their very own move and then teaching it to their 
team mates. The whole group had to move in a smooth and synchronised way whilst 

performing. 
 

Every year, Year 5 are fortunate enough to take part in Bikeability. This year, 
Beacon Class learned how to care for and maintain their bicycles as well as the 

importance of performing their ABCD checks. We split into two groups and took it in 
turns to practice our cycling skills. By the end of the week, almost all of us were able 
to safely pull off, brake, give hand signals and ride on the road – even the rain didn’t 

put us off! 
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Earlier this term, Year 6 children visited the Warning Zone, an organisation dedicated to teaching 

children life-skills, to recognise risks and dangers in their physical environment and to keep 
themselves safe. As year 6 children get ready to transition to secondary school, it is important that 

they recognise matters such as peer pressure and are able to make the correct decisions for 
themselves. 

At the Warning Zone, children went around various safety zones (designed to portray realistic 
scenarios) and learnt about things such as risks of fire; dangers of playing around building sites, 
railways and water and personal safety including alcohol misuse, road safety and knife crime. 
As well as this, children also learnt about staying safe online taking part in activities linked to 

issues such as scamming, grooming, cyber-bullying and how to stay safe on social media platforms. 
The children asked many questions and learnt a great deal about keeping themselves and others 

safe. 
 

                   

                                               

 

 


